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 CORRESPONDENCE. 69
 factitiously by other booksellers, or by individual owners of the maps. However
 great the individual excellence of the maps-and they are an imposing monument of
 Italian cartography in the century in question-the collection was a more or less
 haphazard one as regards its contents, and cannot vie with that of Ortelius as a
 scientific synthesis of world-geography as known at the time of its issue.
 CORRESPONDENCE.
 Boundaries of the Pacific Ocean.
 THE paper by Sir Everard im Thurn, which I have read with great interest, has
 reminded me of the old official boundary of the Pacific Station.
 The boundaries of seas and oceans must necessarily be conventional in most
 instances. In the case of the Atlantic the boundaries are not conventional, the Old
 World forming one side, the New World forming the other.
 When Blasco Nunez de Balboa discovered the great western ocean, it was
 natural that he should call it the South Sea, for the Darien Isthmus lies east and
 west, and the discoverer was facing south. It continued to be the South Sea for
 Spaniards for centuries. When Magellan's ships passed through the Strait and
 entered the great South Sea, they did not find it tranquil and quiet at first. But
 when they reached the trades and began to sail over the smooth sea with fair and
 gentle breezes, Pigafetta, the historian of the voyage, gave the name of Pacific to
 the ocean. It was well named, for on a voyage from Callao to Tahiti the ship's
 track is a straight line, with yards squared before the Trade Wind. So, says Piga-
 fetta, "it was well named Pacific." The name first appeared on Pigafetta's map.
 The boundaries of this Pacific Ocean are the west coast of American continents
 to the east, the Aleutian islands to the north, the southern ocean to the south; but
 the boundary to the west must necessarily be conventional.
 Admiral Burney, who sailled under Captain Cook, would give wide extension to
 the western boundary. He would take the line from Kamschatka to the Kurile
 Islands, eastern coast of Japan, Formosa, along east of the Philippines, by east
 coast of New Guinea and New Holland, to the south-east cape of Van Diemen 's
 Land. His work was published in 1803. But he gives far too wide an extension to
 the western boundary. The Pacific Ocean, so named by Pigafetta, was between
 the American coasts and the meridian of Tahiti.
 When the naval stations were formed, the western boundary of the Pacific
 Station was fixed at 1700 W., so as to touch the Friendly Islands, and include the
 Sandwich Islands, Marquesas, Society Islands, Tahiti and Eimeo, Dagerness Archi-
 pelago, Easter and Pitcairn Islands, and the Galapagos Islands. Beyond 1700 W.
 were the China Sea north of the equator, and the Australian Sea to the south
 of the equator.
 The official boundary of the Pacific (1700 XV.) was fixed, I have been given to
 understand, in 1820,* and has not since been superseded, so far as I am aware. It
 is the most convenient boundary, because beyond 1700 W. the islands are more
 connected with China and Japan to the north of the equator, while to the south
 New Guinea, the Solomons, New Hebrides, Navigators, Fijis are closely connected
 with the Maori people and with Australia, and are in the Australian Sea. Ethno-
 logically the 1700 W. meridian is a convenient boundary of the Pacific, because it is
 the line which divides the Papuan and Melanesian from the Polynesian races; for,
 * Information from Dr. Houston, who was in the Conway with Captain Basil
 Hall, and Mr. T. Rowe, who was in the Itlersey, 1823. It was certainly the official
 boundary, 1844-54 and later.
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 though the latter extend beyond it, the former do not cross it. Geographically it is
 also the most convenient division.
 In the Collingwood, bearing the flag of Sir George Seymour in the Pacific
 Station, 1844-48, the Admiral had a library of all the books then known relating
 to the Pacific-Dallymple, Burney, Hawkesworth, Vancouver, Ellis, Wilkes, and
 others. The junior officers had to tabulate all the places the ship was likely to
 visit, with reference to government, character of the people, climate, anchorage,
 watering, markets, etc., taken from all the different works on the subject. They
 thus acquired a thorough knowledge of the Pacific Station and its boundaries.
 C. R. M.,
 One of them.
 MEETINGS OF THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY,
 SESSION 1914-1915.
 Twelfth Meeting, April 26, 1915.-DOUGLAS W. FRESHFIELD, Esq.,
 President, in the Chair.
 ELECTIONS.-Mi~s Elizabeth D'Ouchy Backhouse; Thomas Owen Bosworth,
 D.Sc.; John Fisher; Sir Owen Philipps, IC.CM.G.; William Babcock Poland;
 Theodor Alfred Rustad; Mrs. Ruth Kidzie Wood- Thompson.
 The paper read was:-
 "Geography of the War Theatre in the Near East." By D. G. Hogarth.
 Anniversary Meeting, May 17, 1916.-DOUGLAS W. FRESHFIELD, Esq.,
 President, in the Chair.
 The Secretary read the Minutes of last Anniversary Meeting, which were con-
 firmled and signed by the President.
 The election of the following Fellows was announced. There were twelve
 proposals.
 ELECTIONS.-Mrs. Mary Marshall Allen; Sir Philip Lee Brocklehurst; Alfred
 Burgess; Walter Laurence Clift, B.A.; Miss A. Herminie Combes; John Harper
 Cunningham; Captain J. K. Davis; Edward William Ebdow; Walter Harper;
 Francis Overman Hasker; Walter Augustus Hawley; Albert Stanley Kent;
 Allister Macmillan; Walter larcourt Palmer; lRobert S. Purdie, B.A.; Samuel
 John Thorpe; Mrs. Georgiana TVeitch; M. Thomas Wilson.
 PRESENTATION OF MEDALS AND OTIIER AWARDS.
 The PIESIDEuNT: Our next business is the presentation of the Royal Medals
 which are annually granted by the Society, with the King's approval. In the first
 place, it is my duty to ask Sir George Reid, as the representative of the Australian
 Commonwealth in this country, to receive the Medal which the Council have
 bestowed on his very distinguished countryman, Sir Douglas Mawson. Sir Douglas
 Mawson's claims to receive one of our Gold Medals require no explanation to this
 audience. It was in 1907 that, as a member of Sir Ernest Shackleton's expedi-
 tion, he was one of the party which finally located the position of the south
 magnetic pole. Inspired by this journey, he came to the conclusion that it would
 be proper for the Australian Colonies to fit out an expedition to explore the coast
 of the Antarctic Continent opposite Australia. For this purpose he obtained con-
 tributions from the Colonial Governments; lie equipped an expedition, and after a
 pause at Macquarie Island, he landed on the Antarctic Continent, where he spent
 two years, making numerous scientific observations in the most painstaking manner
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